
June 14, 2020  
 
How do we respond to the growing outrage of racial injustice?  
There are times when we have to do a lot of self-evaluation, and with the current racism crisis and protests around the 
world, this is a sobering time for us to self-evaluate.  
 
Here are some of my questions: 

1. How have I “missed the mark” (sinned)? Someone was once asked: “What’s the matter with the world?”  The 
response: “I am!” Should we not contend with the idea that no matter how hard we try at making the world a 
better place we have fallen short of the glory (ideals) of God (Romans 3:23)? I must confess that it is easy to 
become arrogant about what I know, or things I possess, or ideas that I think are better than others. But what 
makes me think I have it all together? How easily I’m prone to thinking I’ve “hit the target” only to discover that 
my spiritual archery expertise isn’t always “spot on!” 
 

2. What is justice? Biblically, there are two sides to justice: the hard side of “repayment” expected on the 
perpetrator of injustice (the offender), and the soft side of coming to the aid and assistance of those who have 
been offended (the victim). The Bible’s use of the word “justice” (eg: Micah 6:8) calls us to action in four primary 
areas (see Job 29, James 1:27; 2:5-7; 5:1-6): helping the poor, taking in the orphan, looking after the widow, and 
welcoming the foreigner. These repeated biblical calls have been part of our denominational DNA and we have 
sometimes prided ourselves in our ability to help others. Yet, regretfully I (we) haven’t been a very good 
contributor from time to time. The church is to act in helping people in need, in taking in kids without a home 
(orphans), in assisting the widow (such as the divorced, the abused, the single parent), and of course, to 
welcome into our midst those who are outside of our ethnic sphere of comfort. 
 

3. How are we contributing to systemic racism? I think there is a difference between bullying and racism. Not to 
weaken the arguments or diminish any of the sickening experiences that minorities often experience, but I 
wonder if racism is the core of the problem. This is not the time to shout to the world that better laws will 
ultimately solve the problem (ask Moses if you want!)—although we will have to change some laws. Or that a 
change in leadership will bring about more good (King Saul should give us a window into that narrative!)—and 
maybe we do need new leadership as well! But at the core, we have to go to the heart of the problem—the 
human heart! That’s the message of the church! It’s good news! God will forgive our sins and give us a brand 
new start in life. Christ came to give us life and give it to us abundantly! (John 10:10).  
 
Every person needs some object of worship, and if it’s not going to be a loving, forgiving God, then ultimately 
the object of worship will lead inward to the self. When that happens every person has a tendency, indeed an 
uncontrollable urge or addiction, to prop up the self at the expense of the other. Isn’t that the core problem of 
racism, ethnic bigotry, oppressive systems against the poor and the weak, and all forms of bigotry? The religion 
of self is subtle, powerful, and subversive, and can be found even in the church! Just listen to how many songs 
we sing in worship that has the main subject as “me”! (Here I am to worship, here I am to bow down, here I am 
to say that you’re my God).  
 

4. Is “Babylon" back? Whatever you make of the imagery in the Bible of this ancient city, one thing is for sure—the 
values of “Babel” (Babylon) are upon us in plain and stark reality. Cities and countries are building a name for 
themselves without the foundation of the living God and it’s showing up in consumerism, racial bigotry, 
weaponry as solutions for peace, and political solutions for everything! Here’s my question: “Am I living the 
Pentecost reality in my life (Acts 2), an anti-Babel life in which all nations are equally welcomed into the 
kingdom of God under the presidency of Jesus Christ? Or, do I float along in my privileged world and resist 
reaching  out to the “least of these” or slumber at “going into all the nations (literally ethnics)?” Babylon is a 
great metaphor for everything that sets itself up against the kingdom of God, indeed the King of kings! Where 
there is self-consumerism, Christians are to go in with self-sacrifice; where there is suffering, we bring relief; 
where there is injustice, we are called to stand up with the victims; where there is racial and ethnic mono-
cultural isolation, we invite the newcomer into our space. As Jesus said to his disciples: “As the Father sent me 



(into the world to cross the greatest of all barriers at His discomfort and eventual death), so I’m sending you into 
the world (all cultures and ethnicity).” (John 17:18) 
 

5. Does “survival of the fittest” play into racism? While concepts of natural selection and survival play a part in 
science, an evolutionary worldview that dismisses the presence or work of God in creation will eventually lead to 
destructive realities for many people. If the human species is nothing more than a random outcome of an 
evolutionary process over billions of years, without the intentional and loving creation of God who has made all 
of humanity in his image, then how can we expect an outcome less than systemic racism? Even in its mildest 
forms racism can be more than devastating. Every one of us (regardless of skin colour) is susceptible to self-
protection and bigotry of actions against those unlike us. As Christ-followers we are called to be bridge-builders 
(kingdom of priests, 1 Peter 2:9) to everyone because all humans are under the Creator. I believe that without 
such a philosophical and spiritual anchor our society will always be “bent toward” systemic abuse toward those 
who might threaten our survival or advancement. The only antidote to a worsening society that excuses racism 
is a continual call to a loving Creator.  

 
So, a few things I want to urge us to consider: 

1. This is a good opportunity to talk about “sin” in our churches and that we are ALL contributors to what’s wrong 
with the world! We need to get real about what’s wrong before we can get to what’s right. 

2. Reach out to the foreigner among us. I imagine everyone has a “foreigner” within touching or conversation 
distance. Start with a simple hello to everyone who is visibly from another country. 

3. Show friendship to our First Nations neighbors. We have made it a specific practice, if possible, to warmly greet 
every FN person in our path. 

4. Adopt a “new Canadian” church to partner with. We have several churches in Alberta who are asking for help. 
Here’s what it can look like: share a service together (even online); have picnics together (when we can get back 
to potlucks again!); assist wherever possible; ask for prayer; invite Canadian newcomers into your small group 
for a discussion on racism.  

5. Focus on what you can do rather than living under the guilt of what has been done. Admit and repent of your 
own wrongdoing and then resolve to make at least one positive change in your life.  

6. Finally, talk about it. Educate yourself about how others feel, and be kind to everyone, including those who are 
of “white privilege”. That doesn't mean that everyone who is white is of the same privilege (that’s another topic 
of conversation). So, let’s take on the role of a student, to seek first to understand and then to be understood.   

 
There are many more ideas out there. Just choose something and stick with it. We can’t do everything, but we can do 
something.   

 
Paul J Loewen 


