
 
 
Schedule 

ABMB Convention 2023, April 14-15 
Highland MB Church, Calgary 

 

Theme: Hey Church! You’ve Got Mail! 
Revelation 2 & 3 contains 7 specific letters to churches who were experiencing challenges from 
within and from without. It is good for us to be motivated and encouraged by these words. 

 
Friday 

Noon - Doors open and registration begins. 
 

1:00     Our MB Theological DNA and the Gospel 
A church family’s decisions about the nature of God, Scripture, and the gospel 
will inevitably shape everything else. This workshop will explore the various 
options for what different church families have highlighted in their definition of 
the gospel—and provide a rationale for which one is most faithful to our own 
MB theological DNA. A core piece of this presentation has been highly 
appreciated at our recent Pastor’s Credentialing Orientation. Don’t miss this! 
--Led by Ken Esau, National Faith & Life Director 

 

2:15-2:45 Break 
 

2:45 Clinic #1 (choose one) 
 

1. Creating Safe Environments as Part of Our Mission. 
Having strong Plan to Protect policies is not often at the top of a pastor’s priority list, 
because it can feel un-urgent in the day to day of ministry, until it’s not. Creating a 
safe environment where we are working to prevent harm is a basic step to breaking 
down barriers in people’s relationship with God. Do you know what makes your 
congregation, your leaders, and you vulnerable? Do know what best practices for 
leading a kid’s group, youth group, babysitting during a church meeting, hospital 
visit, and prayer meeting are? Do you have up to date policies that guide and protect 
your ministry and those you care for? Who can help? 
--Led by Kendall Feenstra, Children’s Pastor, SunWest Church, 

--with Courtney Armstrong, Camp Evergreen Director. 
 

2. Self-care When Church Gets Tough 
We live in a world that is full and often demanding. Church involvement and 
leadership can be overwhelming and exhausting, even for those who are not leading 
a ministry! If you find yourself sluggish or exhausted when it comes to church, this 
clinic is for you! Find out some practical ways to look after your own soul, mind, and 
body so you can continue to minister effectively through the challenges. 
Led by Dave Spate, Transitional Pastor, Dalhousie Church 



3. Gen Z Matters! 
Rapid social and technological changes have impacted us all, but perhaps our youth 
and young adults have been affected most. Recent research focused on Generation 
Z (born 1997-2012) indicates that identity formation, belonging to a community, and 
life purpose, stand out as their top concerns. In this workshop, we will discuss how 
churches, camps and colleges can help this vulnerable generation navigate 
challenges to their faith and wellbeing. 
--Led by Bryan Born, President Columbia Bible College 

3:45 Break/Welcome for evening/Registrations 

4:00 Clinic #2 (choose one) 

4. Is the MB Confession Key to our MB Unity and Identity? 
What is the role and importance of our Confession? How should we understand its 
usage and function among us? When exactly would we be open to amending the 
Confession? What does affirming the Confession mean? These are the kinds of 
questions that the NFLT has been addressing together as they crafted a 2023 version 
of the "Introduction to the MB Confession of Faith." Contribute to the conversation! 
--Led by Ken Esau, National Faith & Life Director 

 

5. Redemptive Conversations on Gender 
Leaders are often drawn into conversations on gender identity, gender-transitioning, 
and sexual ethics. How do we lean into these conversations when it feels like so 
much is on the line? What does is mean for us to take a traditional biblical position 
and care deeply for people who have a different world view on gender? 
--Led by Courtney Armstrong, Director of Camp Evergreen. 

 

6. Maximizing Leadership Gifting 
Imagine working and serving in your “sweet spot”! Every Christ-follower or pastoral 
leader can understand how their personality, strengths, skills, spiritual gifts, and 
passions contribute to the best contribution to a team, developmental priority, 
potential derailers and vulnerable settings. This primer will introduce you to a tool 
you can use to grow your ministry impact. 
--Led by Kelly Steffen, Director of Pastoral Ministry, Prairie College. 

 
5:30 Dinner 

 

Friday Evening 
7:00 Evening Inspiration 

--Worship by Dan Bergen 
--Letter #3: Phil Gunther (SKMB Ex Director) 
--Stories from churches/ministries (and Open Mic, Prayer) 



Saturday 
8:30 Doors Open/Registration/Coffee 

 
9:00 Welcome: Tim Doerksen 

Worship: Dan Bergen (SunWest Church) 
Word: Elton DaSilva, CCMBC National Director 

 

9:45 AGM Call to Order (Tim) 
10:15 Break 

 
10:45 AGM Continues (Reports) 

• Moderator 

• Executive director 

• Nomination Report 

• Finance Report 

• Budget Presentation 

• Church Support Discussion 
 

12:00 Lunch 
 

1:00 Prizes & Give-aways 
AGM Continues 

• Evergreen reports 

• National reports (NFLT, Multiply, Seminary, National, Legacy) 

• Discussion 
o Percentage support from churches 
o Budget 

Decisions 

• Budget 

• Percentage support by churches 

• Elections & voting 

• Other? 

 
Other Reports and Agency Greetings 

• MCC/MDS 

• MMI 
 

3:30 Adjourn 


